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1 Int ro duc t ion

2 pr j. s one rs of conscience

Although martial 1aw has now been lifted from al1 but nine of Turkey's 67provinces, Amnesty International continues to be concerned about the
imprisonrrıent of large nurnbers of prisoners of conscience, widespread andsysternatic torture and i1l*treatment of Prisoners and the irnposition andexecution of the death penalty. A state of emergency, under which thegovernor of the province has extraordinary powers, has replaced maTtial laiiin 16 provinces, including Ankara, Istanbul and Izmir.

Political offences continue to be tried by military courts, even j_n thoseprovinces no 1onger under martia1 law, although some new cases are dealtwith by sıate securiıy courts, established to try political offences coınrnittedafter 1 llay 1984. Amnesty Internationa1 believei that the fairness ofpolitica1 trials may be affected by the difficulties ı^ıhich lawyers experiencein seeing their imprisoned clientS and bv the accePtance of statement; asevidence which are alleged to have been induced by torture. These and oEherdeficiencies raiSe questions as to whether the trials conforn tointernat ional ly accepted standards.

The exact number of Prisoners of conscience in Turkey at the present tirneis not known. According to officia1 statistics published i" brrnrriy"İ-'
newspapeT of 1 January 1986, on 1 November 1985 there were 15l5ZD-!ifT?ica 1prisoners, of whom Arnnesty Internationa1 believes at least some hundredsto be prisoners of conscience. Among prisoners of conscience are membersof poIitica1 parties and groups, trade unionists, writerS, journalists,publishers, acadernics, mernbers of the kurdish ethnic rninoriıy and rnembersof religious groups. People imprisoned under Artj.cle 141 of the TurkishPena1 Code, which prohibits "rnembership of illega1 organizations'', ir,.İua"those charged with oembership of the illega1 ruİtish Corımunist larty andmembers of other left-wing parties which had been legal until they ;erebanned after the september 198O nıilitary coup. Arnong them are members otthe Turkish Peace Association (TPA), tııe turi<ıstı workers' Party (TlP), theTurkish workers' and Peasants! Party (TIKP), the Turkish Sociaiist workers'Party (TSlP), the Teachers' Associaİion (röİ-Onn) and the rr.g."".l".-V.ral,Association ( fGD).
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Prosecuİions of journalists, writels and Publishers continue to take
place under various articles of the pena1 code, including Article 142
which prohibits "making corrınunist propaganda", and the Press Law. some
of those prosecuted rernain free pending the completion of lega1
proceedings, while others are irnprisoned for short periods or permitted
to convert their Prison sentences to fineS. However, Amnesty lnternational
_is inforrned of journalists now serving Prison sentences, among thern Özcan
0zgür, who was sentenced to 15 months' irnPrisonment in May 1985. He
iS the editor of Ilk Adig (First step), a weekly journal Published in
the city of llrğ 1.1-7İİ-Js o a correspondent for the Istanbul daily
newSpap
article Published in llk Adim, of violating Decree 7969, pasSed shortly
before the return to civilian governnent in November 1983, which pTohibits
criticism of any actions or decisions taken by the ruling National Security
Counci1 in the period 1980-83. Also in prison is Feyzullah Özer, formerly
one of the editors of Kitle, a weekly political journal associated ı.rith
TSIP, unti1 it was banned in 1979. He is serving a total of 18 years
and six rnonths' imprisonment for "making cor,munist propaganda" because
of articles published in the journal in 1977-78 and is a defendant in
two further trials on siınilar charges.

In rnany cases trials are in progress of people charged on account of
their non-Violent exercise of their rights to freedorn of expression and
association, where the defendants have either been released while the
trial continues, or have not been taken into custody. PeoPle imPrisoned
in such cases are regarded by Annesty International as prisoners of
conscience.

The tria1 against leaders, officials and advisers of the Confederation
of Progressive Trade Unions (DİSK) and its 30 affiliated trade unions,
which started in December 1981, continues, but all the defendants are
now free pending completion of the legal proceedings, except those held
in connection \n,ith other charges. 1n January 1986 the Prosecutor
withdrew the dernand for death sentences for 78 of the 1,477 defendants
and asked instead for sentences of from six to 20 years and in two cases
for acquittal.

er Cumhuriyet. As editor he was convicted, on the basis of an

The trial, which began in August 1984, of 59 intellectuals charged with
violating Martial Law Decree 14O2, Article 16, by signing a Petition
which called for an end to human rights violations continues. The

defendants are free pending completion of the lega1 proceedings,*

In November 1984 a second tria1 was initiated involving 48 members of
the Turkish Peace Association charged under Article 141 of the penal
code, but the defendants have not been taken into custody,

Another such case is that of officials of the Turkish l{ecical Association
ııho have 'oeen prosecuted for signing a Petition calling for the abolition
of the death penalty, but have not been taken into custody,

On 7 February 1986 a1l
in Ankara.

the defendants were acquitted by a military court
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Many Kurds reınain in prison. Some are charged with or convicted of
violent offences; others have been charged on account of their non-VioLent
activities for the preservation of the Kurdish language and culture and
for the recognition of the Kurds as a seParate ethnic group, which is
denied by the authorities. Recep Maraşli, the director and editor of
Kornal Publishing House in lstanbuL which specialized in works about the
Kurdish ethnic roinority in Turkey, has been in prison since January 1982,
serving a total of more than 36 years' imprisonment in connection with
various pubLications, rnernbership of an illega1 Kurdish organization and
statements he made in court as Part of his defence.

Paşa Uzun, rrho is serving a 16-year prison sentence for alleged Kurdish
separatist activities, has been in prison since 1979. At the time of
his detention he was a student at a teachersl training institute in Konya.
He was arrested with sorne 200 other rıembers of the Progressive Democratic
Cultura1 Association (DDKD), which was a J.egal organization unti1 it
was proscribed under rnartial law (imposed in Diyarbakir in Apri1 1979).
Paşa Uzun is rePorted to have been severely tortured at various times
throughout his irnprisonment (See Amnesty lnternationa1 File on Torture,
May 1984).

lsmail Beşikçi, a sociologist who is not himself a Kurd, is serving a
lo-year prison sentence passed in March 1982, because of a letter he
sent to the President of the Swiss writersI Association during a previous
period of irnprisonrnent, in which he argued that the Kurds are a separate
ethnic group and criticized official denia1 of this. He was convicted
of undermining the Turkish stateis rePutation abroad. This is his third
prison sentence for expressing such views.

other people regarded as prisoners of conscience by Amnesty Internationa1
are those charged under Article 163 of the pena1 code with trying to
change the secular nature of the Turkish state. lvlost of these are members
of Islarnic sects, but in December |984 23 Jehovah's Witnesses, who had
been detained in June and July 1984, were sentenced under Article 163
to prison terms of between four and six years. In June 1985 the court
of appea1 quashed the sentences and ordered their release. The case
was returned for retria1 to the court of filst instance which upheld
its previous verdict and imposed sentences of from five tc eight years.
The defendants remain free pending the hearing of a further appeal.

Emlne Şenlikoğlu, a writer and chief editor of the periodica1 Mektup,
waS sentenced in May 1985 to six years three rnonths' irnPrisonment because

Çaldilar (They sto le Youth ' sof her book Gençligin Irıanini 9orularla
Faith rri th Questions).

In Decernber 1985 four members of
163; Sefa Sargin and Ali Yildiz
for organizing a "Nur Medresesi"

the Nur sect were sentenced under Article
to six years and eight monthsl imPrison ent
(Nur School) and Yagar Çağdas and Kemal
imprisonment for attending the school.Mak to four years and tı.ro rnonths
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3 Torture, I1l-treatri]ent and Deaths in cuStody

Arnnesty fnternationa1 continues to receive alle8ations that both politicalprisoners and comnon criminals are tortured or subjected to crue1, inhumanor degrading treatment or punishment, while in police custody and inrniliiary and civilian prisons. lncornmunicado detention, durİng which
detainees aPPear to be in particular danger of torture or i1l-ireatment,
is now permitted for 30 days in areas under martia1 law, A controversial
bill arnending the law on the duties and powers of the police, passed
by the Turkish Grand National Assembly (TBMM) in June 1985, aliowed the
Z4-hour maximum detention period in areas not under martia1 la!, to be
extended to 15 days in cases involving three or more Persons, into which
catego]:y rnost politica1 cases would falL. In areas under a state of
energency the detention Period rnay be further extended by the order of
the prosecutor. In addition, prisoners rıay be taken again for
interrogation by the police at any time in connection with ne\a, information.
Amnesty International is informed of ınany instances of this occurring
and of prisoners being again subjected to torture r.ıhile in poLice cuİtody.

Most of the detailed statements allegin8 torture received by Arnnesty
Internationa1 in recent years are about torture infLicted on people in
police custody during interrogation, with the purpose of obtaining
infornıation and confessions. Many defendants in politica1 trials are
reported in the Turkish PresS as having retracted in court statenents
signed by them as a result of having been tortured in police custody.

Amnesty lnternational has also received many reports of torture and iI1-
treatment in İıj.litary and civilian Prisons. such i1l-treatment apPears
to be inflicted for the purpose of maintainin8 strict prison authority
and discipli_ne and to ensure the observation of prison rules. In recent
years there have been frequent reports of severe beatings of Political
Prisoners in rnilitary prisons in connection with their refusa1 to wear
prison uniforms (previously Prisoners awaiting tria1 had been Permitted
to \rear their own clothes). Military prisons about which reports of
torture and i]_l-treatment have been received incLude Diyarbakir, Erzururn,
Amasya, "Adana, Elazi§, Hatay, Manıak (near Ankara) and Metris and
Sağmalcilar in Istanbul. Beating of poJ_itica1 prisoners has also been
reported to take place in the specia1 "E-tyPe'' civilian pri5onS of Malatya,
Çanakkale, Bartin, Mersin and Bulsa. These are prisons which have been
established in recent years sPecificalLy for Politica1 prisoners and
arrns srnugglers. RePorts of i1l-treatrnent of prisoners have also been
received f rorn Buca prison in lzmir.

In December 1985 Amnesty Internationa1 rnrote to the Turkish Chief of
General staff, GeneraL Necdet Üruğ, about some asPects of prison
conditions in military prisons. Many Prisoners are reported to have
been held in solitary confinement for several years and to have had no
contact with relatives, lawyers or fe1low prisoners, or exercise in the
open air. Amnesty Internationa1 narned some prisoners said to have been
held in such condiİions since 1983 and stated that it believed that
prolonged solitary confinement could have Serious psychological and
physica1 effects and rnight constitute crue1, inhurnan and degrading
treatrnent oT PuniShrnent of prisoners. The 1ettel also referred to
another concern of the organization; the reported lack of medica1 treatment
for many seriously ilL prisoners which j"n some cases is said to have
resulted in death. Amnesty International pointed out that it i5 often
difficult to jud8e frorn the inforrnation received \^ıhether deaths are due
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to Previous torture, to medical neglect or to a combination of both and
that in such situations the lack of independent autopsies can only serve
to arouse suspicion. Deaths reported to Amnesty InternationaL in 1985
as being caused by torture or lack of adequate rnedica1 treatment, or
both, included those of Hüseyin Aydin, Se]_irniye Prison, Apri1 1985i Adi1
Can, Metris Prison, April 1985 and Fikri Sönmez, Amasya Prison, May 1985.
In al1 three cases it is alleged that torture had been inflicted at various
time5 since their initia1 detention and that their state of health was
clearly givin8 cause for concern some tine prior to death. In a1l three
cases Amrıesty Internationa1 was informed that adequate medica1 treatııent
was not provided, in spite of requests and Protests from fe1low Prisoners.

Tuberculosis İs reported to be widesPread in Turkish pri_sons and treatment
is said to be totally inadequate. The rapid spread of the disease is
said to be caused by overcrohrding, poor hygiene, poor nutrition and
inadequate treatment.

In the latter rnonths of 1985 and early 1986 the Turkish press carried
nany rePorts about torture of people in police custody, soıne of whonr
were alleged to have died as a result (see Appendix 1for translated
summaries of sorne of these reports). One case which was given publicity
was that of Şakir Keçeli, a laqryer. Amnesty International received a
detailed account by hirn of his alleged torture and that of others in
July .ınd August 1985 by policemen of the Arms-Arrıiıuni t ion Branch and
Politica1 Branch of Yozgat Directorate of security. He described how
he was detained as the result of false information given under torture
and how he in turn gave false information, which resulted in further
detentions, when he could no longer bear the torture being inflicted
on hirı (see Appendix 11 for translation of Şakir Keçelils staternent).

In one case rePorted in Curnhuriyet news paper in November and December
1985 the Mayor of Şebinkarahisar, Polat Sabuncu, and Mehmet Yeleş, the
corresPondent of Yeni Şebinkarahisar, a local newpaPer, said that they
had themselves been ill-treated by police after they had rnade public
details of the torture of eight peopl,e detained in october. ln interviews
published in Cumhuriyet on 3 December, they said that they were forced
to eat the newspaper in which their allegations had been nıade.

4 Trials of Politica1 Prisoners

Amnesty Internationa1 continues to receive reports that lawyers defending
PoLitica1 prisoners are irnpeded in r0any ways, in Particular by insufficient
access to their clients and the denial of private consultations. some
prisoners who have been he]_d in solitary confinement for severa1 years
have had no meetings with their lawyers in that time. In sonıe Prisonsconversations betı,reen lawyers and their clients take place by telephone
and are openly monitored by the prison authorities. Amnesty Internationa1
is inforıned that taPes of such conversations have been Presented in court
as evidence against defendants. conversations are also subject İo frequent
interjections by the person monitoring and the consultation is terminated
irrünediately if the prisoner speaks of i1l-treatment. The time a1lowed
for 1awyers to consult their clients is reportedly very 1imited: in sorne
cases only five minutes a week, Lalnyers emphasize that they are not
permitted to see their clients during the detention period (when they
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aTe in police custody) and that thls is the time rnhen ilL-treatment
iS most likely to occur. In many cases lawyers have inforrned Amnesty
Inİernationa1 İhat defendants in politica1 trials have been convicted
solely on the basis of sLatements signed by detainees as the result
of torture.

Arnnesty 1nternationa1 believes that these Practices handicaP lawyers
in their attenıpts to Provide an adequate defence and put in doubt the
fairness of trials concerning people charged with politica1 offences.

5 Death Pena lty

Executions, which had not taken place in Turkey since 1972, were resurned
within one month of the 1980 military coup and to date 50 people have
been executed, 27 in connection with poLitically motivated killings.
No executions have taken place in Turkey since october 1984, but death
sentences continue to be passed - 102 were reported in 1985 - and several
hundred prisoners are under sentence of death. Cumhuriyet, 26 Decernbe r
1985, rePorted that 91 death sentenceS were awaitin8 ratification by
parJ_iament - fo1lowing this ratification executions usually take place
a lmos'. irunediately.

Amnesty 1nternational oPposes the use of the death penaLty without,
reservation in all cases as a violation of the right to life and the
right not to be subjected to cruel, inhunıan and degrading Punishrnent.
Turkey is the only member country of the council of Europe to have carried
out executions in recent years.TÜSTAV 
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APPEND1X I

Minister of the Interior, Mr Yitdirim Akbuıut,
aı].egation had been examined and an inspector
information that arrived to us dj.ıl not reflect
f i.nd out what happened' he said-

MI Nuri Tan. a teacher, sere{ Kelas, also a teacher, oneI VaItan, sumelbank
saIes ılanager, unal TombulogIu, a hea].th officer, t].han U].utekin, l{ater
l.lorks Director. and three otheı citj.zens, Yasar ı.lenzilcj., ozcan Altin and
llehmet Emin, were detained for 32 hours and tortured by the ıo€aI poIice.
The pro5ecutor stated that their bruises had been estabIished by a medica1Ieport si9ned by three doctors. Four HP IPoputist Party] MPs went to
sebinkarahisar and said: "A shame before mankind".

said that the
had been sent.
this picture.

torture
" The first
But we wi l].

cumhur ivet 5 0c tober l985

5pokesman of the Human Rights commission of soDEP ISocia1cal].ed a press confelence, attended by cuneyt canVer and
from HP IPopulist Party]) and a ıarge number of relatives

Pİof ca hit Talas,
oemocrat ic Party]
sabri ]rmak (MPs
of prison€rs.

He said: "The officiaı authorities' cıaim is that there is no toİture. Th].sis refuted by statements prepared by defence lawyers. The prison
authorities Very boIdly pract!.ce toİture. This E!§L be inVesti9ated andthose responsıble mUst be punished. ... even t-he most basic legal ri9htsaİe tlampled upon ... AıI practj.ces in pİisons must comply with basic humanand le9al ri9hts. This is a View accepted by the councit of Europe andendorsed by us.

Later, mothers of prisoners spoke about the mo§t
and practices. They demanded the improVement ofabolition of torture and executions, punishment
polit ical amnesty at once.

horrible pIison conditions
prison conditions,
of toıturers and a 9eneraı

They said they haVe not rai sed theiİ
that it was the mothers and fami].ies
their relatiVes in prisons.

children
who we Ie

to be tortured
being tortured

They said
alon9side

They said: "l.,e want our
has happened. They weıe
places. "

umh u r t9 r l9

was tor tured at the oo lice

Executive commi t t ee
ca9atay Anadol was
No. 'l . He is one of
years' hard labour

back. They aİe not
of others in hi9her

Iesponsj.ble for wha t
and more İespons j.ble

children
victims

member of Tsıp Isocialist t.,orkers. party of Turkeyjquestioned during the hearing at Istanbu1 tti].itary courtthe defendants in the TsIP trial. He is facing up to l5under Article 111 of the Turkish Penal code. ııi stateo

Trdn5latIo|1s from thc Turkr5h Press

cumhUr ivet 2 0ctober lg85

ToIture in sebi,nkarahisar

(:
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that he had been detained for l7 days in Gayrettepe Poıice Headquarters
IIstanbu1] foııowing his arİest on 8 July [,l985] and that he was "subjected
many times to what the officers of the po].itical poli.ce ca.ll 'a practice',
but what the whole of mankind calls torture". He contj.nued: "Electric
shocks were appıied to my body one after the other. I was tied by my arms
to a thick stick, this being called aski. This thick wooden stick was then
hung on two hooks on the wa].J. or on the ceiling, and so I was hung from
there by my arms, the entire weight of my body resti.ng on].y on my arms. I
was blindfolded and naked. t had to be naked so that they could app].y the
el_ectric shock to various parts of my body. l have also seen more
horrifying things. They took my wife to the tortule room. They made us
hoıd hands. And electric shocks were applied to our bodies. My wıfe
fainted, was taken to a celı wheİe 5he had to get over the 5hocks alone for
severaı days. My wife as wel.ı. as the wives of my friends were detained in
order to "make us ta].k" or, in case that was not enou9h, to be tortured
with us. Later the prosecutor decided that for aIt of them there were no
9rounds for further prosecution." cagatay Anado1 continued: "I was
attentive enough to catch the names of sone of thğm. gut I am not going to
press any charges against them. Because I do not want the regime to get
away with the show trj.aı of a handful of officers."

ca9atay Anadol said that TslP was formed and functioned lega]-].y und€İ the
1961 constitution.

cumhurivet ı1 october 1985

TKP - 'ıterici Genclik "

At the hearin9 of TKP-Iıerici 6enclik at military court No'l of Istanbul
|1artial Law command, Hİhri,ban Helten Eren was interro9ated. she rejected
aı1 accusations, said she'd been tortured by the Police and thIeatened wj.th
rape. she is one of the 35 defendants. she said: "İ was 1.5 months pre9nant
when I was detained. They tortured me in front of my fiance Very badıy, to
the brink of miscarriage. Later I had to haVe my baby aborted in case it
would be deformed. ı know the policemen who toıtured me. They toJ.d me,
'tle'll rape you. }re'ı1 do anything." They touched ne up sexuatly, After I
was released froİn selimiye, they took me into the poıice room at Gayrettepe
Istanbul PoIice H0 which was known as "of 57" and told me that if I changed
my previous statements, I would be tortured, even if it is for fun."

Another defendant, ine 0zcakir also said that she'd been tortured at
police headquarters and was too scared to speak up about it when she was
taken to the mıı j.tary prosecutor in case they took her back for more
torture.

sehnaz saadet and Nait Guler were released.

The defence lawyers' petition pointing to various incidents when the
defendants were tortuİed was rejected by military court No l of Istanbul
Martia1 Law command. Atilla coskun foI the defence said that according to
Act No 3005, police should not interro9ate the detainees ... He pointed out
that atl of the defendants totd him that they had been toTtured and a§ked

cumhuriVet 29 0ctober 1985

TsIP Trj.al
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for !e9aI action to be taken a9ainst those responsıbıe

The court ruted that they
their grieVa nces there.

shouJ.d go to the releVant authorities and take

ancer

cumhuriVet 'l4 November 1985

Death in custodv

Eskishehir Anatoıian university's open university 3rd year student, HamraIulan, 22, was taken into custody from Yuksekova Dogu Palas Hotel, owned byhis father, who is on tria]. for heroin smuggıing, on 8 November tg85. Aftertwo hous€ searches, the police totd hiın "say a warn heıto to your mum,because you won't see her again" and took him to the station. Later in theni9ht his mother was taken to the public security departnent and shown herson' s body.

The proposed 8i].l, to increase the penatty for tortUre, prepared by formerPopu.ist Party, now İndependent, MP Nuri Korkman and his 29 colleagues wasrejected in the Justice committee with the votes of ANAP IMotherıa;d Party]MPs. The committee's decision will be su,nbitted to parliament.

mhuri 1( ber l

inde endent MP, Ko r kma z: Torture alleoat ons sore d like c

cumhurivet 28 No Vember 1905

TKKX Trial s ta rted: four face the death pen ItV

The tria]. of l6 defendants (four on bail}, accused of formin9 theor9anization named "Turkiye Ve Kuzey Kuİdistan Xurtulus ITurkey and Northkurdistan Liberation] and robbin9 a number of banks, started at Istanbu1MiJ.itary court No 2. They weIe arrested fo11owing the robbing of '.Bank ofcredit and comnıerce Internationaı" on 27 Harch tö85-

Mitİtary prosecUtor demanded capita1 punishment for saban tba, Azmi Pat,HaJ,dun Kary01 and Yasar },lehmet ozbay, alleged to be menıbers of the centratcommittee. EleVen other defendants face prison sentences of 5-20 years.
Defendant Aıi Demir complained about badcure said he was tortured at the potice
Erkan Hete.

cUmhurivet 30 NoVember t985

The developünents known as the .'sebinkara
the atle9ed torture of eight peopIe at Tgained a new dimension the other day witPolat sabuncu who was acting as defence
de].e9ation for sHP leadershj,p and MPs we

conditions in prison, white Irfan
station by a team including Dr

hİsar Toıture ıncidents.' ıegarding
oprak-su (Land-wa ter ) facilities
h the detention of sHP mayor
counsel for the ei9ht . A

nt to the town yesterday. one of
newspaper, Mehmet Yeles is among

the owners of y t ın rahi
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the detainees.

curnh ur i Ve t 30 NovembeI 1985

prisons Inouirv commission chief contıadj.cts the reoort

He said the commission 9aVe up
alıegations at police stations
empha s i sed that the commission
military and civil]an prt sons,

the idea of making an inquiry into torture
and public security department buildings- He
s seven me,nbers made inVestigations in
eVen rIskIn9 their tives.

Three people detained in s. Karahisar were arrested and put in jai]_. sHP
mayor and !awyer Polat sabuncu and four other5 detained ıater were
re].eased, Those aIrested were not to].d of the charges, but it was learnt
that they are held in connection with -a previous inVestigation'. sHP
6eneral secretary cahit Angin condemned the 9overnment and the 1oca.t
security offıcers who he claimed had been invoıved in the past in many
j.ncidents, as weıl as the Giresun Governoı,, for creating a wave of terror
in the province since 2? september 1985 [when the aıleged first torture
inCj.dent happened], and subjecting many peopIe to torture.

sHP mayor sabuncu: They hit my chin with
open my mouth, sayin9 'we're gettj.ng you
put a newspaper rn.

theiI fists
to eat what

1-5
you

times. They foİced
have written" and

Journalist Yeles: They thrust the newspaper into my mouth, saying "swaıIow
it now". I asked for a glass of water. They brou9ht water and ordered me to
swallow the newspaper in five gulps. I couldn't swallow it at].

RepaJ-rer Akyuz: stripped off completely naked, they pouİed cold water on my

body in the toilet. They hanged me from the ceiting. tying my hands at the
back. They resorted to _f_4ta!3. They appIied electric shocks a1l oVer my
body, and I became uncon5aious.

sHP mayor, Polat sabuncu who uncovered practice5 of torture at Giresun
Public securı.ty 0epartment, and Hehmet Yeles, correspondent of the town's
I s e b i n k a r a h i s a I ] 1ocaı newspaper "New sebinkarahisar" which carried the
report, were teıling how they were treated by the poIice. The eVents were
brou9ht up in parliament by sHP MPs. A de].egation of sHP MPs sent from H0
to the lo(:ality went to Giresun, but could not rĞach the town
sebinkarahisar, a5 the road was cut off by snow.

ANAP IMotherland PaIty] t,lP 8ulent Akarcaıi, chaiIman of the Prisons Inquiry
Commission held a press conference yesteİday to reVeal the report pr6pared
by the commission. He crj,tj-cized those members of the commission who Ieaked
the contents of the report to the press earlier, and said that he would
resign after handin9 it to partiament's pre5idium.

cumhurj.Vet l 0ecember 'l985

cumhuriVet 3 December 1985

ToIture at Giresun Public securitv Deoartment reveaJ.ed: "thev forced us to
eat the newsoaoer
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oooal hea th In oolt ce cust odV: sHP decides o brino the mattp İ ırı PM'c
0uestj.on Time. wıth a reoort

sHP mayoI arıd 12 other deta.rnees
police officer to the doctor and
such conditions in Giresun.

claImed they were taken by
obta ined a " report of good

a torturer
health" under

After detentıon and toTture Iending with "90od healtlı repoIt"] detainees
were sent to sebrnkarahısar pUb.]..].c prosecutor's off].ce on 9rounds that "the
ıocalıty of the offence ıs not Giresun". tJhen they complaj.ned there about
torture, the pubıic prosecutor, orderin9 their release, refused to ccınsıder
thıs appıication on 9roUnds that "the ınc].dent took p].ace in 6iresOn...

Inquir]es of the sHP 9ar].iamentary dele9atj.on
in the aIea, but the Giresun ].eadeİship of sHP
despite all diffıculties.

we re
went

h]ndered by heavy snow
to sebınkarah j.sar

cumhuriVet 1 December 1985

Torture by Hasan cemat

Name : PoJ.at sabuncu
0ccupatıon: sebinkarahisar sHP presıdent
Place : Giıesun Pubııc securıty Department
0ate : 30 November !985
His story:
"At the Publrc secuİity oepartment our eyes were blindfoıded. and we were
made to wait for hours in a room, facin9 the walı, on our feet ürrith handson the waı1. Later, when I was takerl for inteIrogatıon, they h]t my chinwi.th fists {-5 tımes, my mouth was forced open, and they thrUst a n"rap"p"aınto my mouth, say].n9 "we're makj.ng you eat what you'Ve wİıtten... Durın9interro9atlons while I,ıas rn cu5tody, I was asked whether t had hosted
THK0 mılıtants Deniz Ge2mis, Yusuf Astan and Huseyın tnan in my house...

Name :

0ccupa tıorl :

Place ;

Hıs story:

Hehmet yeles

Giresun Pub]_ic secuİıty Department

"I work for tİıe paper as a typesetteİ, machirııst and coIre5pondent. Two poıiceofficers cane from Giresun Pubırc secıJrıty Department and took me ıntocustody. Later they shut us into a room, facing the walı with hand5 on thewaII. İleanwhiıe police offlcers we!e hitting ui with fısts as they passedby. Later they took me into the ınterrogation room and asked .'did you writethese?", ı said my eyes were blindfoIded and I couldn't 5ee. .,hen it" o.no

The torture of ei9ht detaınees (who were ıater reIeased} on 2? october 1985
at Toprak-su faci].ities for 32 hours, was ınade publ_ic and transmıtted to
par.Liament by Mr sabuncu and the 1ocaI newspaper. This led to the dğtention
and torture of sabuncu and journa]-ıst Yeles to9ether with 11 other9 on 30
Novenber 1985 at Gıresun, after beJ,ng taken from the town sebınkarahi5ar.
car repa],rer Akyuz was taken from Istanbut on 15 NoVember 1985 to 6ıresun
and subjected to such torture that at one §tage he attempted to commrt
suicide- AlJ. were released tater.

cumhurj.Vet { 0ecember 1985
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was partly opened I saw the report carryin9 torture allegations in Yeni
sebinka rahisar newspaper issue of 19 November l985. sayin9 "now we're going
to haVe you eat this, swal.ıow it". they thrust the newspaper into my mouth.
I said the paper was dry and I coutd not swaJ,low it 1ike that and asked for
a glas5 of water. They brought water and asked me to swallow the papeI in
onıy f j-Ve 9uıps. l couıd not swallow a]-ı of j.t."

Name : Ahmet Emin Akyuz
0ccupation: car-repairer
}le was taken from his home in Istanbul on 15 novembeİ and brought to
Giresun.
P].ace : Giresun PUb]-ic security Department
His s tory :

'I was forced to wait, at Giresun PsD, my eyes bıindfoıded and hands on the
watt. Later they stripped me bare naked and washed me with cotd water in
the toilet. They took me to the Archives Room on the PsD's third floor,
tied my hands behind my back and hanged me to an iron bar between two
closets, using fabric banners. The fabric holding rne up tore off and I fell
down. Later they applied falaka, electric shocks and beat me up. Then they
had me walk in satted water for half an hour, washed with cotd water again
and hung me to the ceıIing for a second time. They gaVe electricity to my

sexuaı organ and rj.9ht arm by tying cabıes. l ıost my consciousness. tıhen l
recovered, I found mysetf lying on a cement fıoor blindfolded. I heard my

brother 0sman's voice. 0n the fo.ı.lowin9 day they started to torture me

again. They once more appıied eıectric-shocks. I went unconscious again.
tlhen I came to my senses they wefe appıyin9 electricity to my ear."

cumhuIiVet 5 December l985

sebinkarahisar tortuIe incidents

ıt has been revealed that Giresun GoVernor's 0ffice delayed sending the
names of police officers, responsibte for the torture of ei9ht people on 2?
october ı985 in sebinkarahisar, to sebinkarahisar public prosecutor for 45
days, althoUgh it was establ"ished that the detainees were held in custody
for 32 houİs at Toprak-su's buitding in the town without notifying the
public prosecutor and also there were medicaı repoİts proving torture.
Detainees were: sumerbank director omer Vatan, Municipa1 tlater and Bu§
service Mana9er, Ihsan UIutekin and siX teachers.

This was fo].Iowed by the detention§ of 'l3 other people for 'l to,1 5 days
between l5 and 30 November t985 at Giresun Ps0. Meanwhile the sHP llPs who
returned from Giresun were stİongty criticized by the public. IAppar€ntly
for "j.nvestigatin9- by ta].king to the governor and potice chief, but not
the victims/witnesses. ]

cumhurivet 6 December l985

Mustafa Kocak. public plosecutor of Giresun said: "They were taken to
Giresun wj_thout my knowledge. It was a lega1 mistake for us to extend the
period of cu5tody ,.. l,,le regarded the reports in your newspaper
Icumhurlyet] as an information Ireport of crime] and started an inquiry. I

wIote to Pubıic security and asked for the nanes of the police officers who
took part in the operation. "

Inouirv into toıture
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Giresun 9oVernor, 6ekcet Guler, refused to talk to the cUmhuriVet
correspondent and sug9ested a discussion with Publİc security Director
Hasan Huseyin 8alak. Ealak a]"so refused to meet the correspondent but had a
conVersation on the phone. His allegations, were that the detainees,
although there was not a sing].e incident since l2 september [,I980], were
connected with events prior to the coup and thers were signs of
Iegatheİing, aIthou9h none of them had any preVious conviction. Toprak-su
buİlding which was five km out of town was Used as a detention centre
because sebinkarahisaİ public security department building was too sma.].l
and oVercıowded, and both were pubbuIic faciıities. 0uring the second
operation the detaineğs were taken to the provincial centre, Giresun,
because the public prosecutor of sebj.nkarahisar had earlier refused to

AnIn,
3 ruşıı

some police officers found to have taken part in both operations in
sebinkarahisar

Among the names given by Giıesun GoVernor's office to sebinkarahisar public
prosecutor are police officers Yukse1 Ergenekon and seTef coban, who took
part in the first operation on 27 september 1985, who were also confiımed
to haVe been inVotved by the eight detainees.

0ne of the detainees during the second operation, Ahmet Akyuz, claimed that
he was tortured by Y, Ergenekon at Gayrettepe IIstanbul] police Ho,
although Ioca]_ policemen of Istanbuı tried to stop him, because there wa3
al5o a personal rivalry between them from the mid-.l970s.

He was tortured by police officers from Giresun fiIst in Istanbu1 and thenin Gİresun. After he recognized Y. Ergenekon and s. coban they removed
his blindfo}d and continued the torture. Host other detainees in the second
operation confirmed that the two officers $reİe inVolved.

cumhuriVet 7 December l905

when asked what
j.ncidents:

the government is doing about the sebj.nkaıahisar

0zall "Don't ask such questions. t'e're not doing anything ..
such questions you can't come face to face with me any more.
nothing e].se. There are no atlegations, my friend, I'm not
this".

. If you ask
There' s

answering

extend the duration of cu§tody.

cumhuriVet 7 December ı985

superintendent Y. Ergenekon was the police chief, appOinted by the
Nationalist Front coalition goVernment in l977, who closety collaborated
wj.th the Grey wolves. After many complaints, the Giresun 90Vernor of the
tine had given him .Leave on the eve of the general election.

Akbulut: "The tactic of those involved is this: on the one hand to render
court decisions ineffective, on the other hand, to prevent the potice from
clamping down on such people. This is the tactic and it is an internationa].
tactic. "
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Cumh ırr i ve t 12 December 1985

Response to sHP Appeaii Letters of Complaint fıcq llrşolsıS Pile on Gürkan's Desk

Fo11owing SHP Isocialdemocrat Populist Party] 1eader Gürkan's staternent appealing
to citizens to Teport a1l illega1 measures, i1l-treatrnent and torture to sHP,
10ts of 1etters have started arİiving at GürkanIs office. They include complaints
frorn ten detainees at Ankara centla1 Closed Prison whose narnes are: Mehmet Günsel,
Ürnit Erkol, Faruk Nafiz Sayin, Yüce1 Demirer, Ünal Cengizoğlu, Uğur Eşgün, Dursun
Güleç, Mustafa Cinkiliç, Kaziın Arli, Eriş Bilaloğlu and Mahıııut Bülbü1.
They clairned that their "stateİnents ırere extracted by various torture methods,
and medical reports of good health were given to a1l detainees at the Yenimahalle
Health Centre" Ii.e. regardsless of thelr condition].

Al legat ions Regarding State security court Deputy Prosecutor Coşkun:
ilProsecutor Beats Def endants"

Eive people who are on trial at Ankara State Security Court (SSC) for politica1
offences have appealed to the Ministry of Justice in two separate petitions.
Unti1 now there have been many allegations of torture at the Politica1 police
dePaItrnents and prisons, but these two 1etters bring a new element into the
debate by claimlng that they were subjected to torture at the ProsecutorIs
0ffice.
1n the first letter sent to the Ministry of Justice by lawyers o1cay Mis and
Tuğru1 Çakin, and \rritten by defendants salih Bora Mutlu and Yükse1 Durmuş,
they say:
"İ{e were taken into custody and arrested cn the pretext that we were members
of an illegal organization and carried out Iits]activities, as a result of the
inve5tigations of Ankara Politica1 Police DePartrnent. During the interrogation
we were hanged by our arms, pressurized water was sprayed on our naked bodies
and electric shocks were applied to our sexual organs, and thus we were made

to si8n a statement prepared on the basis ofother staternent5 extracted at the
Security Ipolitical police] from other people with the sane methods of pressure.
The same treatment was repeated for a Period of 15 days. At the end of this
period we were taken to the ssc Prosecutor's office on 7 November 1985. We were
intending to reject the fabricated statements that we were compelled to accept
under Pressure and force at Ankara Public security Departrnent Politica1 Branch
and to tel1 the truth at the ssc Prosecutor's Office. l,Jhen we entered the office
of the prosecutor, we Saw that two police officers f rorn the Political Branch
were also present. When we told the prosecutor, named Üükü Coşkun, that we did
not accept the staternents taken at the security IDept._] , he beat us and
threatened to send us back to the security Inept.]; when we explained how our
statements !,,ere extracted at the Security, he told us in an insulting 1anguage
that he was going to extract statements frorn us at the security IDept..] with
the same methods. Alread_v during our deParture f roın the security Inept.] the
police were continuously making the same threats, they were saying that we

were going to be brought back, if we rejected the security Inept.] statements
at the Prosecutor'5 office, that there was sti11 nearly a week before our period
of detention expired and that they had plenty of tiıne.
trl'e were compel led to accePt the statements taken at the security Ioept.] in vieı,ı
of the threats of the Security, the presence of security officers at the time of
statements at the Prosecutor's office, and ihe attitude of the prosecutor çhich
we plainly explained. Consequently, $,e were arrested and put in prison as the
prosecutor, Mr, Ulkü Coşkun, wanted..."

1n the second Petition sent to the Ministry of Justice at the sarne time and
written by Abdü1 Nahit Balaban, Yusuf Karakuş and Ayhan Aksoy, similar allegations
are made regarding the same plosecutor:
"The SSC prosecutor, while receiving our staternents, had the torturer policernen
seated in the armchairs in his room. Then, in an extrem€ly harsh and insulting
1anguage, he asked us to fully accePt the staternentS taken frorn us at the security

2-

Yeni Gündem 13-26 Decernber 1985
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Ioept.]. He said, 'otherwise your corPses only wil1 1eave this place'.
I{hen we said that these statements l^,ere not true and that they were given
under heavy torture and unwillingly, he walked torrards us and 1nsulted us.
Then, turning to the torture policemen, he said, 'Take them back to the
Securİty. Beat them rnurderously until they accept here the staternentS taken
there. F... their İnothers.I
Consequently we were again taken to the Security Inept.] by the torturer
policemen. There, the torture we described above was repeated in an even more
severe manner. We were helpless. Our state was fatal, We were hardly able to
stand on our feet. Under these conditions we accepted whatever they said...
The sarne day, in the evening, we were again taken to the ssc Prosecutorls
0ffice.
Before the magistrate we again rejected our statenent extracted with the
collaboration between the torture police and the ssc prosecutor. But the
rnagistrate put only partly our account on record. For instance, he did not
Put on record that we were taken to the security [nept.] for a second time,
that the prosecutor ordered our being tortured, and the torture to whlch we
were again subjected at the Security IDept.].
There is also a very irnportant and interesting aspect of the indicent. tJhen
we ı,ere taken to the Prosecutor's Office for the second time from the security
[Oept.], a p€rson named Adnan Akbaş, who was with us, was beaten and insulted
by the prosecutor in front of ali of us at the detention room of the ssc.l'
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cumhur ivet 17 Decernber 1985

Torture Debare in Parl iamcnt

canver said that the present governmentIs interna1 security policy ''by turning
a blind eye to, and hiding the evidence of, human ri8hts violations, by protracting
the trials, offered a covert suPPort to these attacks|l. He added that t|as the
offence of killing by torture is not adequately pursued, and even as che aorturers
are virtually viewed with syrnpathy on che pretext that they punished lhose opposed
to the state, torture investigatlons remain protracted''. He rerninded the menbers
that no investigation has been started on the deaths under torture of Enver sAHAN,

Faruk TUNA and Ali INAN.

!!r. canver cited the naınes of superintendents Mehmet yilınaz and kemal karca!. who

were responsible for ınany torture cases, but who were promoted instead of being
put on trial.

Canver 1a!er demonstrated hoıı the magnets of a ''EE-8 Sahara Telephone'' are used
as torture instrument, to aPPly electric shock. He r,rent on to say: ''The statements
rnade by the Prirne Minister to the effect that torture is applied by soıne over excite
officers have no use other than giving suPPort to the torturers. If you go to the
Political Branches, to the Police stations, the state security court Prosecution
Offices and prisons without inforning them in advance, you will encounteı at Ehose
places rnany over-excited officers. "

He also conderıned lhe system of security investi8ations, saying: 'lIf you go to
America and becorne a Mason there, or receive education, no problern. No-one r.ıill
doubt your patriotisrn. But you should never dare to go to eastern bloc countries,
even for an excursion." he told that those who visited socialist countries were

given a negative ma rk.

Before concluding Canver passed on to the Horne Minister the narnes of 113 people
who died under torture and asked for the '|re-opening of o1d torlure files''.

Later the floor was taken by sHP Vice-President Halil 1brahim Şahin, MP for Denizli.
He told that the current filing of people according to lheir ideologica1 and

political inclinations was parallel only to the Argentine, Chile, Italy and Nazi
Germany, and said: llMaltreatrnenc in Turkey has becorne an indispensable forrn of
behaviour. "

_2_

At the General, Assembly of rhe Turkish Parliaınent the debate on the budget
of the Ministry for 1nternaı Affairs started rrith Mr. cüneyt canver, MP (sHP)

for Adana shorring froın the rostrum how the ''EE-8 Sahara Telephone'', used in
torture, oPerates and asked the house to exPose and condernn torture.
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UN convention against torture should be ratified, and the relevant section

of th€ European Convention on Hurnan Rights which gives the nationals of mernber

states the right to individual appea1, should be recognized for Turkish citizens
as well;
on torture offences, Passage of time should be abrogated, and torture trials
should be re-staged;
Lawyers should be present at preliminary interrogations and penalties for
torture offences should be increasedi
it should be rnandatory for political parties to

for watching over hurnan rights violations, and a

set uP sPecialized dePartnıents

should be added to the specialized commissions of
Associations, professiona1 institutions and trade

Politics i

- Public servants sacked by ııay of, |482 should be re-instated, and Lav, No. 2969

should be abrogated.

"Human Rights watch conmission't

the Turkish Parliarnent;
unions should be involved in

Mr. Şahin 1isted his requests to the Parliarnent, summed up as follows:

ın a reply to critics, the Hone secretary llr. Akbulut sai.d that torcure could
not be defended, but he added: "ıt ırilI bring no benefit to anyone to accuse

the whole[security] organizati.on, to weaken it, to undermine its prestige,
jusc because a few incidents occurred."

Mr. sezai Pekuslu, one of lhe ANAP sPokesPersons, too, said: |'I do not see it
fitting to demonstrate isolated incidents which occur everywhere in the ııorld as

Ia sign of] existence of torture in Turkey."
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Curnhuriyet 18 Decernber 1985

Another Allegation: Torture of Retired Teacher

I2

Yesterday a Press conference at SHP Headqua!ters was called by Mr. Nurettin Gedik,
a retired teacher at Isabey village of Karakoçan township in Elaziğ Province.
He told the press how he was tortured at ''1800 Evler'' area police station in
Elaziğ city. At the end of the conference SHP Deputy General secretary M. Vasif Yücel
stated that torture in Turkey is continuing at an increasing rate and asked the
government to give at 1east assurances to detainees for safety of their 1ives.

Mr. Nurettin Gedik toid the press that his son was arrested after 12 september [198o]for alleged ||involvernent in PoliticaI disturbances" and later acquitted by a court
decision. Horreve!, his son was detained a couple of times after the court decision
and as a result of these arbitrary arrests he was forced to leave his hoıne.
Nevertheless, on the last occasion he was arrested by the police who could not
find his son. He then went on to give an account of the torture he was subjecced
to as fo 1 1ows :

"They told rrıe at the station to striP. I did. The policemen then tore off my
underwear. They blindfolded me and laid me on a bed and gave electric shocks
to my sexual organ and to my sma1l finger. After the electric shocks they applied
falaka. When rny soles ııere torn they made me walk in salt water. They sprayed
pressurized water on me. They took me to the toilet. Twice 1 collapsed Ithere].
Saying that l was doing that on purposi, they kicked me in the toilet. A policeman
whom I could not see because 1was blindfolded said: 'He is finished.' Another
said: 'Take hinı and throw him off a cliff and we irill say that he fell and died
while going to show a hlde-out.'
Later they took me into a room and put a car tyre over rny head and tried to
thrust a truncheon Linto his anus]. when 1asked them to ki11 rne, they saidIchoose any forrn of death you 1iket , ''
He later said that he was taken into another roorn and hanged by a yoke and
af ter,rards ordered to bend up and dolrn to lecover use of his arıns.

Cuınhuriyet 25 December 198 5

Akbulut Refutes Retired Teacherls Tortule Allegations
Minister of lnterior Yildiriın Akbulut stated in a Press announcement that the
retired teacher who claimed to have been tortured had a rnedical rePort ealcerİ
indicating that he was in good health.
Akbulut stated that Nuret!in Gedik and some of his relatives !ıere taken into
custody on 16 July 1985 on the order of the 8th Almy corps and Martial Law Corrımand
for assisting illega1 secessionist gangs, providing thern with shelter and assisting
in sone of their ac!ivities in the area. They were put on t,ria1 and were deported
frorı the area. Nure!tin Gedik had alIeged he was taken to a two-storey building
and was tortured there to8ether with his son and daughter for eleven days.
Akbulut said his son Erdal Gedik was a PKK militant involved in many illegal
armed actions, having been trained abroadi and his son lhsan Gedik was also a
PKK militant serving his sentence of 10 years 8 rnonths' irnprisonment in a
mi 1itary prison.

Cumhuriyet 26 De c ernbe r 1985

sHP Deputy Genera1 secretary and MP for Zonguldak, Muhteşem Vasif Yücel, is
taking the case of retired teacher Nurettin Gedik, who was tortuled in Elaziğ
for eleven days, to Parliament.
Recalling Minister of Interior Akbulut's stateııent, he said: |'If it is a lie,
why did they wait for 25 years to detain the teacher. lf the teacher was a PKK
nenber, why was he released by the prosecutor's office? lf it is a lie, why
was th€ teacher kept for eleven days after the torture? 1will ask the Minister
of lnterior to answer a11 these questions."

Retired Teacher's case in Parliament
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Curnhuriyet 8 January 1986

TSIP Tria1 starts in Ankara

The tria1 of 39 TSIP Isocialist Workers' Party of Turkey] leaders and ınembers,

31 of them under arrest, started at the state security Court (SSC) in Ankara.
The indictment PrePared by the SSC prosecutor demands 5-15 yearst imprisonment

for the de fendant s.

The case was first opened on 25 November 1985 for 45 defendants. Later charges
agalnst six were dropped.
Presently, 9 defendants are facing 8-15 yearsı imprisonment under Article 141/1

of the Turkish Penal Code and 30 are facing 5-1O years under Article 141/5.

Cihandar Yilmaz stated in the court that he had been subjected to inhuınan

tortures while in police detention; he also said that the ssc Prosecutor
asked in a biased way when interrogating hiİn. Afterwards he was thrown out
of the court rooın by the Presiding judge. His lawyer Günfer Karadeniz was

not allowed to take the floor upon this.

A11 the defendants questloned during the hearing stated that their initial
stateınents had been extracted from them by force under torture and they
d i soııned their stateınents.
Thirty-one of the defendants are sti11 under arrest, for tııo of them there
is an arrest warrant in the j,r absence, and three defendants are tried ırithouE
being under arrest.
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Cumhu r i et 13 january 1986

[Mustafa Ekrnekci, in his column on page 8, nentions a petition by
saniye and celalettin can, Parents of a prisoner in Elaziğ Military Prison,
who write that their son c.c, was being ill-treated and thAt torture in
thi5 Prison had noticeably increased since NcO joined the prison
staff . They wrote: ]

"when we went to visit hiın on 8 January 1986 in Eiaziğ Prison No. 3,

we saw a completely different person, face black and swo]l.en f rorı beatings,

exhausted and unabl€ to stand on his feet... We had three sons, one died

in a traffic accj.dent, one was killed in lstanbul, and the other one is
in prison being subjected to torture tirne and again."

IMustafa Ekmekçi conEinuest ]

I reıneınbered this İnother. lt was the

torturers!" during the visit of some

same mother who had shouted "stoP the

oPPosition MPs to Elazie.
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Cunıhu r i et 22 Janıary 1986

Same officer Accused of Two separate Torture Cases

captain Ali Şahin iS on tria1 for torturing osman Yilmaz, his wife Habibe,
his brother Örner and the latter's wife Çağnur who had been detained and
kept under arreSt in 1,1uğ l_a from 1 septernber 1984 to 25 october 1985 when
they were acquitted of the char8e of killing Süleyman Koca, a forest security
of f icer .

captain Şahin challenges the validity of the testitıonies of the privates
involved in or r,Jho ııitnessed the torture on the grounds that they were
discharged from the military Service. One of them, Nevzat Keskin, said
in the statement he nade in his horne townl llThese persons were beaten up
with truncheons in the gendarnıerie station and given electric shocks on
the orders of Captain Ali Şahin. I was there too".

It has been established that captain Ali Şahin who
involved in killing Siddik Bilgin in Bingo1 is the
tria1 at Muğla Heavy Sentences court for torturing
described above.

is claimed to have been
same person ııho is on
the Yilnaz family as

Siddik Bilgin was a schooI teacher in Dedebağ village of Genc town of Bingöl.

sHP is sendin8 a delegate to Bingöl to investigate the case.

Curnhuriyet 23 January 198 6

Minister of lnterior. "HiS FamiL Did Nct Come and Take the Cor sell

Yildirira Akbulut said that Siddik Bilgin was being observed by the security
forces after receiving inforrnation that he had established 1inks with PKK
activists while 1iving in Dedeba§ village as a schoo1teacher. The rninister
added that three pkk activists who ııere captured in the operation fo1lowing
the armed attac'-: on suveren geirdarme outpost on 23 July 1985 had stated
that siddik Bilgin had had 1inks wiih the organizations and subsequently
Bilgin was detained. Akbulut added: "siddik Bilgin first denied his 1iniıs
r,rith the organization but 1ater admitted to thern. He said that the orBanization
had a hide-out in Veraruj region and he could show it. He was taken to
the said region on 31 July 1985 by the security forces. At an opportune
moment he began to run away. He was warned first by shouting and then by
firing in the air, He \rent on running despite these warnings. Then he
was fired at in order to caPture him. lJiıen he was falling injured he shouted
the slogan "Long live PKK, Victory is ours!" repeatedly. The fire was stopped
when he fell on the ground. The doctor in the team was called upon for
treatment but he i,,a s found dead."

Akbulut said that after the completion of legaI and medica1 forrnalities,
his uncle Giyasettin Bilgin was asked to collect the body, but he did not
do it and as no other demand had come from the family, the body was interred
somewhere near the gendarme outPost.

15

Muzaffer Bilgin, Siddik Bilgin's wife saidı "commando captain Ali Şahin
tortured ıny husband. He hung him by the tent hooks of a Reo truck. He
lras t,hen taken to the woods and shot by a group of soldiels. Apparently,
his body was buried with his clothes on in a ditch dug by an excavator rnachine
in the court of the gendarme outPost in Suveren".
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on the other hand, Siddik Bilginıs uncLe, a former MsP senator Mehrnet Bilgin
appLied to karta1 civilian prosecutorls office asking for a prosecution
in connection with the matter and demanding that those responsible in the
gendarme outposts in Genç and suveren should be punished. He said in the
Petition:

l'My nephew Siddik Bilgin and his uncle Giyasettin Bilgin raİere
invited to call at the gendarme outpost in Suveren, a few days
before the incident. They went there to learn what it was a6out.
For the reasons not known, they were tortured for four days by
the security men in the station and then he (Siddik), along rİttı
his uncle and four other detainees, was put on a military İruck,
bLindfolded. As has been established later, the truck sİopped
somewhere in Rasta Düzlügü locality of Doğanli village, ..,d sıaaık
Bilgin ı,ıa s carried away into the fiel_d by the soldieis - we do
not know whether he was alive or not at that stage - and shot.
1andhis rnother went to collect the body but we were refused
and told: 'I.Je shot him and that's the end of it. we will not
give you the body.' ''

The petition states that no public Prosecution was opened when the rıatter
was published in the papers and that the need for this Petition arose to
demand punishment for those responsible.

On the other hand the trial of Captain Ali Şahin, four corporals and two
soldiers is continuin8 in lluğla. The Prosecutor's indictment states that,
the defendants wele involved in torturing the Yilmaz family and ÇagnurYilrnaz, one of the r.ıonan victirırs was raped by defendant Enver Keİkino§lu,
then a so 1die r.

Ministry of

Cumhuriyet 24 January 1986

Education unaware of Siddik Bilgin's death
It has been revealed that the Ministry of Educatj_on and its directorate
in Bingöl had not been inforrned by the authorities of the death of Siddik
Bilgin on 31 July 1985.

Hoi.ıever, his post as a school teacher in Dedebağ was filled by the appointment
of a sc,hoolteacher of the nearby Doğanli village.

The officials of the Ministry of Education find the whole thing rather
rnysterious and they are starting an inquiry after six nıonths.

cumhuriyet 24 Janua ry 1986

Canver asked: "why Not Buried in Cemeter7?

Cüneyt
of the

Canver put forııard a ıoritten question in the parliament for the Minister
1nterior to reply to. The question was as follows:

- who gave the order for this oPeration which ended with Bilgin's death?
- who is the captain who carried it out?
- is he the sarne captain as the one in Muğla ııho is in the rape trial?
- is this capıain charged with such duties as raping, firing to ki1l?
- what will his next task be?
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|1

- wil1 you explain why the body of Siddik Bilgin was buried somewhere
near the Gendarme outPost and not in the village cemetery?

- how would you explain the discrepancy between your version of the
story and that of the 8th Arıny Corps?

Another question to Akbulut. This time from Ali lhsan ELgin, SHP MP for lçel.

- how do you explain the escape in the presence of 89 soLdiers, when even
a ten year old boy was taken handcuffed by two security men, as Publishedin the papers? (and other questions)
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1,APPENDİX 1İ

REPORT [by Şakir KegeliJ oN THE JoINT oPERATIoN CARRIED oUT BY
ARMS-AMMUNITION BRANCH AND POLITICAL BRANCI{ OF YOZGAT DIRECTORATE OF
sEcURITY

TEAMS 0N DUTY 1) Dlrector of security
2) Chlef of Po].itical 3ranch
3) Constable Mazhar Bulut
4) Ahmet froın Çankiri (beerded)

5) lfustafa froın Pazarcik, Harag
5) A poltcenan frou the Pol1tlcsl Brench

ııho knoşg hls job ııell
In short, all offlcerg of the türo branches rılth the exceptlon of a
pollceınan from Kozan, Adana.

DETAINEES

1. ŞA(IR KEÇELI - Çaylralan Republican Peoplels Party (nrr)
President, rnerıber of the Paİtyts national asseınbly, RPPt3 No.
candidate in 1979 electlons for the Senate, 47 years old.

DURMUŞ KÜI,EKÇI - RPPıs candidate for Mayor at 1973 local elections;

Branch

l

2

member of branch executive comnlttee of the Party ln the terms
1974 - 1978 - 1980; 62 yeara old.
3. HACI UsLu 1 Counclllor froo RPP for several terme; branch
executive member of RPP tn Çaylralan in 1974 - 1980; 58 years old.
4. NACI YILDIRIM - Chair of the Youth 8ection of the RPP Branch in
Çaylralan in 1974 - 1976.
5. IHSAN KİhcÜ - Chair of the Youth Section of the RPP 1n Çayiralan
1n the period 1976 - 1980.
6. örcn ıtı - Rpp ınember

7. RPP }lember, delegate to provincial Conference, Headman of Fahrali
village of Çayiralan in 196O - 1980; selected llExemplary Headmanlt by
the loca1 administrators of the post-12th sePtember era.
8. FERIDuN rİLMAz - eccuaed of injuring a leftist youth ıüith a plstol.
9 . ı,IUSTAFA ATA - R?P member

10. BEKIR ATA - RPP rnember

11. MuRAT YILMAZ - A 12 year o1d boy
|2. TEMEL IPEK - Tradesman

13. TAlısİN IPEK - Temel rpek|s brother, graduate of DTCF (Literature,
History, Geography Faculty) ; tradesman
|4. HIJRŞIT TURGüT _ Teacher
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2(a)

15. MUSTA!'A cÖ« - ıiıgı, School graduate. Trled tıüice by the Military
court of the 2nd Arny and Martial Law coİnrnand on the chaa8es brought

against him here and was acquİtted.
15. NAŞIT DoGAN - This Person has been trled three tlmes at the

Militaıy Court of 2nd Army and Martial Laı, Cotünand on the charges made

here and was acqultted.
I7. BAKI AYDoğAN _ Driver.

EVENT

The officers of the Smuggling and Armunition Branch and the

Political Branch of the Directorate of Securlty in Yozgat (same people

manage both branches) had been detainlng some persons in Çayiralan and

severely torturing them. They asked these PeoPle for arms, and forced

thern to blarne Mr. Şakir Keçeli, leader of the RPP Branch in Çayiralan.

Indeed, ln July 1985, Naci YILDIRIM, Mustafa GOK, Adem EKER,

SEÇGEN from the town were detained and tortured for several hours

the oak rgood near Caputlu region.

Enı in
in

On 6 August 1985, Baki AYDOğAN was detained end tortured i

and rühen he could not bear it any-longer he sald: llOne day, Şakir Keçeli
called me outslde his officei he gave me the l|Sten" machine gun

wrapped in a cloth and toı.d me to take it to &ner Ata rühich I did strai8ht
away.'| So he ııas forced to make up th16 story that has nothing to do

with truth.

on 7 Au8ust 1984, oıner ATA was detalned end swiftly sent to the

torture chamber.

9

On 7 August 1985,

10 in the evening,

around 5 pm, I was detained in my house and at about

I was sent to Yozgat ln a security car.

on the rday, Police chief Mazhar BULUT saj.d, l'Look, friend, we donıt

give a dann about your being a lawyer. Don|t look down on us because

you have had a univer §ity education. we were told that you have a sten

machine gun in your possession. We were told this by Baki lY»Oğat and

6mer lll. If you donıt tell us, werll make you 1mpotent by giving you
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2 (b)

electric shocks, ırelll even stick a truncheon lnto your anus. But we

rıould not lırant a man of your calibre to get lnto this situatlon.tt

I told them, ıtThis is a great btg 1te. But do not, start torturlng
irrğnediately l let rne face the other defendants first.|ı

So ııe caıne to Yoz8at, They brought Bakt AYDodAN end oner ATA

into the room that ııe were in. They were asked to describe the event.
Baki AYDoğAN rePeated the above woıds, nanely that I had glven hİm a sten
machine gun. bmer ATA sald he dld not remember the event; thet it rras

possible that he had been given a packet, but heıs never been given a ğten
gun.

I told the policemen, tlÇayiralan İs a small town of 4ooo populatton.
This event happened within an area of 1OO m2. If this event really had

happened, ırhy, then, shou].d l give the gun to Baki? itll walk 1OO m

dovın the road and hand it over ınyself. We are not playtng a g.ıme, why

should 1 take a taxi? I donıt even know Bakİ AYDoğAN. I am not
friendly with hirn at a11. You can ask him.

Baki AYDoGAN said: |lWe used to be friendly before 12th Septeınber,
but we have not been on speaking terrns for five years.l|

The policeınen ınade omer ATA, ıtho ııas beside me and kePt refusing
Ito speakJ, stand up, blindfolded hiın and took him out.

One hour later Omer ATA came back into the room, with tears in his
eyes. He said llOh brother, let us do somethlng, .@E, to f ind
a sten gun and get out of this mess.|ı

It !ıas obvious that he could not stand the tortures any longer and had

confessed to sornething that was not true.

I told hirn ı|orner, have you 1o6t your mind? what you are asking
for is a sten machine gun. You can|t buy it, you canlt steal İt.l|

Police Chief Mazhar BULUT said ılGet up Şakir Keçeli.|l
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3

I was blindfolded and made to get lnto a jeep which t thought was

of type tr5. They took me to the Natlonal Park (locally knoıın as

ılÇamlikı') in Yozgat. It was about mldnight.

Police Chief Mazhar BULUT told rne to undress. I said to him:

ttHave you lost your mlnd? 1 am a lawyer of 47. I have been in the

top level leadership of RPP (as provlncial rePresentatİve in the Party

Council). I got over 4orooo votes 1n the senate electlons. This ıı1l1

have untoward consequences both for me and for you.ll

To no avail. I was forcefully stripped naked. I was handcuffed

behind my back with special handcuffs. I şas made to 1le doıın. They

tied my feet. Two huge men sat on me, one on my feet and the other on

my chest. They started to glve me electric shocks on ıny feet and my penis.

I called upon Almighty God, I couldn't get free. I shamefully

begged them lnot to torture ne]. |tAllow me to ki8s your hands, your

feet, to eat your shitı' 1 said. It dtdnıt helP. The minutes got

longer and longer. I wlshed 1 could faint, but I couldnıt. in the end,
l|Hold itı' I said, lllet us go to the flelds, 1 tıill flnd you a gun.lı

The torture stopped. I ııas made to get dressed and brought to Yozgat

security. we took oıner ATA, too, and set off for Çaylralan wlth the

officers. The reason for Ömer ATA to be taken to Çayiralan ııas the

fact that during the torture sessiong he had eaid llI Pray you stoP it.
I donlt have a sten gun, but there ls a plstol in my house and 1111

8ive that to you.ıı

Then the chief of Police told him, "Welll see you tomorro!ı evening.

And we wonıt accept any pistols your family mlght brlng later on.
lJe'll get thls pistol out of you.tl Then they left the village and came

to Çayiralan.

We came to Çayiralan. They put rne in the basement of the gendarme

stalion to wait and took Öİner to hls vi.llage. A few hours later Örner

came back in a terrlble shape. Apparently he told the offlcers upon

arrival in the village that held been lying and that he had no Pistol.
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4

They took me out of the waiting room at about 4 - 5 aın-, Put rne 1nto

a Renault car and told ,ne to find the 8un. I told them I did not have

a 8un. They blindfolded me. We came to the oak wood to the ri8ht of

the aşagi tekke village of Çayiralan. Here the po]_ice offlcer, Ahmet

from Çankiri, told me in a low voice, i|Look brother, you are a laryer.
I8 the gun better than your sweet life? Letıs have it and then youlll
be left alone.ll

l told him |lI dLonıt have any gun. I would glve it if I had one,

wouldntt I? Ild ratheı serve a sentence in the prison than go through

all thİs huıniliating torture.||

They undressed me and made me lle dorın arnong the oak tıees, Again

they handcuffed me behind my back. They tied my feet, I think it

vıas Police Chief Mazhar BlrLUT tıho sat on my chest. And the drlver

osman sat on ny feet. But before he sat do!İn,, Mazhar BULUT connected the

electrodes to my penis and my feet and he sald ltYou pouff, you rnake us stroke

and cuddle your cockl |l

Then they started giving the electrlc shocks. The Police Chief

kept saying llHi8her, higher, right up to 5, 6, 7-, 8 1ı' He finally
instructed lıRlght uP to the toPllı

I was lying on the f1oor, 8tru881ing to get a!ıayl half trying to

catch breath and half breathless. My legs got wounded frorn all the

bashing about and rny neck was hurt as well. I kept begging them to

stop. I \ıİas begging in the most humiliating way, I rüas cursing to

God, but without any results. About an hour 1ater I told them,

tlstop it and 1|11 te1l you where İt ls.|l

They stoPped and that gave me the opportunity to rest for one minute,

Then I had to tell them again that I did not have any gun, 0f course,

Lorture started again. I had no other ıday but to give in to geL out

of this. But İ really and truly dld not have a şt,en, so İ told them a

lie and put the blame on l{aci USLU Just a8 Baki AYDOğAN ",d 
Ö"" ATA had

done to rne.
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1told the officers, ''I gave the organization's gun to Haci USLU.|ı

They then dressed ne again and took ne to the security office
ln Çayiralan. Haci USLU was sunnıoned from hls home. He told the
police he didnıt have a gun in his possession. He Iüae taken into the
basement of the secuİtty offlce 1n Çayiralan. İt !ıa8 about 9 o|clock.
lie was taken to the torture se§6ion. Durİng this tlne the local people
were coming in and out of the securİty office. It was also the same

day that those going on their annual pllgrimage to Mecca and their
relatives and friends seeing them off were gathering opposlte the Police
Station. in short, there were about 3OO - 4OO people lnslde and outside
the station that day. It was 1ı front of all these people that Haci
uslu was tortured. At the end of the torture session and as a result
of it he adTnitted to having a 15 ııun Czech pistol. Furtherrnore, he first
said that held given the sten machine gun to Durmu§ rÜı,nrÇr, then he
said he|d handed lt over durlng the coımando operation ln 1981.
(The Cornmando Taburu from Nevşehlr collected arıns in Çayiralan in 1981).

Then Durmug KULEKÇI was sent for. He was tortured ln the same place
in front of the same people. He is 60 - 65 years old. During
torture, blood caıne from his Penls or somewhere like that. So they
stopped the torture.

They went back to Haci USLU. He said he had given the sten to the 1ocal
administrator (ınuhtar) of the Dere district. so this local
adrninİstrator ı.res sent for. İle rejected Haci USLUts allegations.
At this point the offlcers must have realized that there wag no sten gun
to be found, so they took ne doırn,tairs. The Pollce Chief Mazhar BULUT
said, lıLook friend, I have already told my supervlsors that l have found
the sten. Either Iı11 die or Iı1l kill to get a 8un out of you.lt

Following this brief orientation, I was undreesed in Çayiralan Police
station for the thırd time. I ııas convinced that ltd never be able to
8et aııay. I had no gun to hand over., so lld better give up all hoPe to 8et
aııay fron a1l this. I had no stren8th left to bear lhe torturea.
The practices I had been subjected to caused me to lose my sense of values.
1 thought of soıne information I had received way back Ln L976 - 77.
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Ali BERK and Ibrahirn BERK from the Fahrali village of Çayiralan
had told me that they had §ten machine guns. These men were already
dead, but their brothers Seyfi BERK and Nuh Mehıne t BERK were stlll alive.
l gave their names to the Police chief Mazhar BuLuT. l told him that
these guns belonged to the organization and that I had glven them to the
BERK brothers. i said that Seyfi BERK and Nuh Mehnet BERK would knoıı

ııhere the gun would be. Furthermore, in order to 8et a!ıay from torture
and to make the torturerg believe me, I told thern that I had a Pistol lrith
a silver butt in my hoıne. The pistoJ_ ı*as an o1d one, datlng back

15O - 2OO years. It was of ]-0.5 rıun diameter. It is impossible to
get the bullets for this pigtol anywhere İn the world today. In this
sense, it is an antique pistol. Even if it cannot be classed as

antique, it cannot be used because it hag no bullets.

Folıowing my accusations, the Police Chief Mazhar BuLUT sent for
Nuh Mehmet BERR from Fahrali village. This person was very severely

tortured in Çayiralan Police station. ıle was also kicked ln the face,

he had a scar under his chin. ( I know this because they Put us in the

same cell in order to listen to our conversatlon).

Then the police took ıne, Nuh }'ehınet BERK, Ilac1 USLU, omer ATA

and Durmuş KULEKÇI to Yozgat. In Yozgat I was put into a cell 1n the baseınent

of Yozgat security DePartrnent. For 15 days 1was not a1lowed to esteblish

any kind of contact with the other men.

The cell inside the security department ,ıas absolutely horrible.
The walls were stained with blood. There was only a wooden bench

to lie down on and it was unbearably cold in the night-

I stayed here for 24 hours. Meanwhile, they had tıken there

rl,""n İljlCÜ and Hurşlt TURGUT from Çayiralan. They took rne to them.

Police Chlef Mezhar BULUT asked me in front of them: ll§akir KEÇELI,

can i get anything out of you?ıt. And 1 said ttYes Sir, you made me talk.ı|

Then ııe parted. This tlme, they took me from the cell to the office

of the central Poltce statton. I spent the night there. At about

7 aıı lhsan KULCU got out of a Renault car. He ııas carrying a sack full

of books. Later I heard that he had also admitted to the possession

of a pisto1 that belonged to somebody else.
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The interesting thing is this: the books taken from rnsan xÜıcij
Iı.ere the books that ıüeİe in the library of Çayiralan corrınunity centre
and that had been officially handed in to the offlce of the Public
Prosecutor in Çayiralan. These books were gaid to belong to us and to
an imaglnary organi zation.

The same day I was brought to the Police station and ordered to 8ive
inforrnation about the organizat,ion.

TİtE REAL NATuRE oF TıtE SO-CALLED ORGANIZATION - I told the Securi ty
the oPeration theofficlals and Mazhar 3lJt UT, the chief architect of

following Points:

a) There is a letter written by the General Directoİate of Security,
the MIT and Yozgat Directorate of securlty and sent to the 2nd Army and
Martial Laıı Command. This letter states that tıthere ARE No rAcTIoNs
IN YOZGAT AND ITs DIsTRIcTsll. For thig reason, your search for an
or8ani zation is rneaningless.

b) As for the events in Çayiralanı

aa) Naşit Doğ/\N was tried ln the mllitary court of 2nd Army
and Martial Laı,ı Coııunand in connectlon ıılth HÜseyin VAROL! s death
and he was acquitted. The same peroon cannot be trled egaln.

bb) Özbay ToKAT was tried ln the criminal court of Boğazli yan
in connection ııith the death of a person known as Cebtall and he ııas
acqui tted .

cc) The ftring at the house of lawyer Nafi Ertug-rul, district
president of MHP., has been the gubject of prosecution at the üilltary
court of 2nd Army and Martiel Le!, comnand, a person named Ali Fuat
ııas tried,

dd) The incident when Nadlr Aknurts house was gunned was also
subjected to prosecution in that court.

ff) There have been three prosecutlons for Çayiralan Dev-Yol by
the Military court, and

1) A person called Fahrettin Okur .üras convl_cted as Dev-Yol's
organi zer
2) Mustafa Yildirimts aon !ıaa convicted for mernbership of this
organization
3) Furtherrnore, the detalnees Mustafa GÖki Naşit Doğan, Adem Eker
and his friends 9rere acquitted tlıice.
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1 went on to say to Constable Mazhar and his colleaguesı
l|The only sensible thing for you to do is to examine those files and

find out the organization. othenıise, there is no sense in flnding
susPects üüith the inquisİtion methods of the Middles Ages; this is also
nothing but ruthlessness. It is senseless because when ıüe get those fİles
brought over and examined by the court, it ırill be revea].ed that al1 the

confessions made here are only lies"....

[The rnaterial omitted deals with Şakir Keçelil8 political
background and Political developments in the area durlng

the late 19 7Os ]

The general rule of Pena1 Law is to gather all evidence in
favour of and aAainst one defendant. The security dePartment ot \o28at

has violated this rule and has not rninuted any of the statements above.

Not only that, they even forced me into tellins and accep tinq statements

uite opposite of the above.

f,\
{İ T.T.t| §)

RL"ş

q

The creation of the l|organizations scenarioll:

The police,
sarne day , toıı
taken out.
They told rrıe

They told me

They told me

after 1istening to rny above 5taternentsj

ards ınidnight, they came into the cell.
put me into a cel1.

I was blindfoldedThe

and

to bend and rıalk. 1 walked.

to get uP, I 8ot uP.

to craw1, I crawled.

Then they put İne into a car and rıe drove for about 15 minutes on a

roughly surfaced road. Then I bent down again,, then I crawled again and

eventually I entered a room I did not know-

Here weıe the Chief of Police Mazhar BULUT, the police officers

ııhose names are given above and HÜseyin, graduate of the Faculty of Law

and Director of the Smuggling and AEnunltion of the security Department,

s8) A11 the documents of the or8anization were contalned İn the
files of the Dev-Yol lRevolutionary Road] trla1 in Ankara. The

organizations of Dev-Yol and its responsible persons ııere a1l
listed there.
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They told me, llLook f rierd, you|te lying. You are the regional
represenlative of Dev-Yol in Yozgat. A policeman from the First Branch
started beating me and they threatened to gİve me electric shocks again.
İ tried to resist for a whİle. I kept telling myself, the legally
recognised staternent is the one at the offlce of the Public Prosecutor,
so lt ig no use resisting,, youlll only get beaten more. So I declded
to ltalkı. 1 told them, !ıstop and ı'1l taı.k.,l

Yee, I said, I am the regional representative of Dev-Yol.
The police asked, who authoriz ed you to do that? I said Vural Arikan.
They said, he is a Minister. l said, I^lell, the Minlster Vural Arikan
is quite different from the Vura1 Arikan ıüho authorized me. This one is the
President of the office WorkersI Union. They were convinced and rninuted
these words.

The Chief of Pollce, Mazhar BULUT said,, Well, we11,, well! And you
deceived us all this time that you are a member of RPP and that you
are against anarchy and so forth. Weıll make you te1l us more.

The Head of the First Branch, HÜseyln,said, He is a liar.
You will also make him admit to TKP [Turkish Coımnunis t PartyJ
membership and many other things. Then welll get the !ıhole of TKP as
a chain reaction. Irith this order,, he left.

This is how I becaıne the leader of Dev-Yol uPon the authorization
of Vural Arikan. But that wasnlt a11. They asked me who rny deputy
was. I didn't know. I had to make up somethlng. t^Ihile doing that,
I 8ot beaten a little bit more. But at the end I called on my knowledge
of the legal pTofession- There was a youth called Fahrettin okur ııho was
sentenced by the Military court of the 2nd Army and Martial Law Conrnand

for Dev-Yol rnembership and activities. I made hirn my deputy!

Mehmet Er, lawyer, RPP YerkÖy District Branch President
betlreen 1978 - 1980.

so, the police officers had the satisfaction of capturing the ıuhole of the
Dev-Yol organization in Yozgat and I had the satisfaction of getting away
with a 1ittle 1e§s Pressure and beatings.
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The police officer Ahmet said,, l'Tell us

in the villages of Çayiralan.|| I sald ||O(,

about the s i tuation

I l1l tell you.ll

Menteşe Vil l age

SLeyya Pehlivan was NAP candidate

HÜaeyln lkrgi,, JP candldate

Konuklar
I1ya8 lrrnak Adan dled 3 years ago end one of the vlllage heade froın JP

Gİİnyayla

Adem Şen,, a JP militant stnce 1950

Del1 Şakir,, a JP milİtant ğlnce l95o

Şeref Cesuri a rorker in Germany and he has İight \rlng ideology

As8gi Tekke

The present village head is right wing

Avşaralani
The presenl village head is a close friend of the Governor of Yoz8at

and he is a NAP militant.

That was the end of the Dev-Yol question.

Forming a Party ııith MadanoÜlu

Police chief Mazhar EUIUT said ||Now, you forıned a party in 1976 ııith

Cemal Madanoğlu, Doğan Avcbğlu,, Ilhan §elçuk and Oktay Akbal, Te1l us

nohı about these actıvitie§.

of course, my flrst reection was to object and give my detailed

reasons for objection. But it dld not helP. so I sald,, l'oKll and

stsrted to te1l them.

a) where were the party meetings held? In the office of the

neıı.spaPer Devriın (it was closed doırn in 1971) and in Milka srreet §hop

where is that? İn Kavakı-idere. why did you choose this place?

Well, the MİLKA st eet shop ls an important Place, A11 political

organizations and Potentlal juntas are formed here, The late

Talat Aydemir also decided in this very place to have a coup d'6tat,

b) who else took part in the activities
Irfan Özaydinli. But he is a Minister.

of the party?

İt doesnl t matt,er.
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Hel1l come to a very irnportant Post inside our Party.

Muhsin Batur.

And yet, 1n the Dev-Yol trial at the rnilitary court of the Martial
Law Command, al1 the representatlves of Dev-Yol had been established
and documents confiscated. DesPite this reality, they decided to make

me, an RPP candidate for Senate and 47 years old, the provinclal
representative of an organization llke Dev-Yol.

one of the police officer., Ahmet froın Çankiri, asked me to tell them ırho
is in the other districts. I said, İ aın only responsible in Çayiralan.
I donlt know about the other distrlcts. The notorious bearded police
officer of the First Branch said, You know it very well, noıı you tell
ua, too. An imPortant person like you Şakir Keqeli will knoıı
everythlng. Tell us. And he kicked me 1n my stonach.

I said, stop, and slarted to tel1 them

IIn the folloııing pages which are omitted, Şakir Keçeli
Purports to give narnes and information about Dev-Yol, TKP
and DISK (Confederation of Pro8ressive Trade Unions]

The policenıen said: 'lYou planned all the activities above, and
ordered Fahrettin okur to implement then. A11 the Dev-Yol defendants
["u"pe"ts - tr.] acted upon your directive. The Dev-Yol detainees
confess ed to this.'l

I attemPted to say that this ı,ıas absurd, but with the fear of the
punches - which direction they will come frorn is lmpossible to teıl
ııith a bandage on your eyes - I felt obliged to accePt \rhat they told
me to. But even the sheer accePtance of these accusations didn|t
remove the absurdities:

1. Gunning of the house of Constable Ali ocak
I said, as I was ordered, that Mehrnet Öztİİrk's elder son had performed
this task with a 16 mm Czech pistol upon my order; this is ırhat the
Policemen Put down as my statement. After a few days, İ.İ{as taken to
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lnterro8atlon again at about 2 am. They said: 'lYou said that you had

got Ali ocak's house gunned, but Naşit DOGİN, one of the criminals
(the police used to say lcriminall for rsuspectı) says that lt was

bombed, not gunned, and that he bombed it logether lıith a feıı others
(I forgot their names). why did you lie to u8 ?lt

so? " I saidr'fhat should be correct then, it must have- l|Is that
been bombed. And lt !İasn|t Mehınet Öztürk's son şho bombed lt?"

I had ordered Naştt DOEAN to bomb this house. It lras
ç llit DOGAN on my order.

"That's r ight,
bombed by Naş

2. Bombing the house of Nafi Ertuğrul, }1HP Branch President.
A person called Ali FUAT ııas trled at the 2nd Army and Martial Law

Coınınand Military courti he accepted that he had gunned this house and

stated that it had nothlng to do with me. He made this 8tatement ln
the police; eventually he was acquitted of thi6 charge. For this
reason, the court records are in total contradlction çith my ownlng uP

to this crine. I explained this to the Pol1ce officers but they vere nol
prepared to be convinced; so I had to accept the accusation.

3. Gunning Nadir Aknur|s house.

That house ldas not gunned but bombed; but lt was iınpossible to convince

the policemen of thts. The person ııho did this rıas 1dentified by the

Martial Law.

4. Huseyin Varoll s death.

I was not in Çayiralan ııhen this incident took place. The then civllian
proaecutor, the then chlef constable, the Police offlcers Turan and

Yusuf Gemici, Coıruıander of the gendarme outPost }1ustafa Polat have

testified to thts fact. Despİte thi6, I was forced to say that I had been

involved in this incident, and Naşlt OOğel lıaa killed Hüseyin Varol on rny order.

Furthernore, Naşit Doean had been tried for this charge bv the Militaly court of

rhe 2nd Army and Martial Law corEnand and was acquitted.

5. Cebrail ı s death.

No doubt, this ı{as also a result of ıny orders! I had apparently found out

that Ozbay TOKAT was the killer, three days after the rnurder i because

(apparently) he came to my garden three days efter the ktlling and told me

about this. The fact is, however, that 8zbay Tot(AT was detalned
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irrunediately af ter
not possibly come

acquitted on this

13

the kllling, in the evenıng of
to my garden three days later.
charge.

the sarne day, so he could
Moreover, he was

THE EVENTS LEADING T0 HUSEYIN VAROLİS MURDER ARE CLAIMED

T0 İİAVE BEEN INITİATED ON MY oRDERS.

The police officers extracted confessions, to substantiate this
claim, from me and other relevant persons. Hoııever, thts event has been
the subject of a trial at the Mllitary court of the 2nd Army and Martial
Law corffnand. The court establİshed the incident as the fo11owing in
its verdict: One day, Mr. Necati BAŞGÜL, a nllitant from Ölkü
Ocaklari, enters a cafe ııhere usually Ci{P followers attended, and shouts
with a loud voice: l'I am fasting, 1am not corrınunist like you, the
bullets of communists cannot do any harm to rnei anyone who challenges
this can come outside ...|l A turbulence ııas cauged and the attack
on the coffee shoP started. A massive conflict broke out; and as a
result of the gun fire opened by right wing mİlitants a 6o1dier lost his
eyes, two police officers were lnjured and liİlseyin Varol died.

There ı,ere tı,o \ditnesses arguİng that Naşit DoĞAN had ktlled
Huseyin varo1, but the court establlshed that lt was irnpossible to kill
HÜseyin Varol by firing froın ııhare those witnesses claimed Naşit DOğAN

had. Indeed, Naşit DOEAN !ıas acquitted of this charge.

1 could be initiator of thls kill ing ( ie: wlth ıny order ) only if the
rea1 initiator Necati BASÇUL were my nan. But this person is an
ı'UlkuİÜ|l. ln order for me to be able to order him to cause trouble,
l also must an an ''İjlkİ:ıcÜtl Ii.e. mernber of a right-wing group].

so some of lhe actions ln ııhich I ııas forced to confess to have been
involved have not taken Place at a11; the others ııhich dtd take Place
have nothin8 to do with me. But, with the effect of beatin8, myself
and all other suspects adİnitted to involvement in actions that had
nothing to do ı,ith us ....
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THIS IS HOW THE INTERROGATION OF THE FIRST DAY WAS.
BACK TO TllE CELL, EYES COVERED, AT 4 aın.

I l,JAs TAKEN

The next day, I was taken out from ıny cell at 2 pın and put ln a
Renault car. There ııas aomeone else 1n another car. I was asked not
to look at this Person and not to get to know hln. we drove to
Çayiralan in this rray.

When rıe cane to the junction ı,ith the road to Sarikaya, Chief
Constable Mazhar BULUT gathered the police officers and gave them some
secret directives. I could hear thİngs like t|Dontt make any noise,
do ııhatever you need until you get the rifle ... ll After this, the
chief constable went in the direction of Boğazliyani ı,e, to
çayiralan. In the rneantıme İ saw that the person in the other car was
Haci (TEKIN) Uslu. The policemen were saying thln8s l1ke
ılhonell, lıhis wife|l, etc. I deduced that my ııife would be taken and
tortured to reveal the rifle. I decided to cornıni t suicide a9 soon
as İ got the oPPortunity. I would ask the policemen to tAke me home
too, and I would plunge the knife in my heart. We came to Çayİralan.
The policemen tied ıne up to a radiator pipe with a handcuff. I şaid
to the Policemen: ||Look, lf youlre goin8 to ny houae, let rne come rüith
you because my wifeımy resist you if I arn not there. I will convlnce
her to tell you what she knorıs'|.

The police constable said lıOK, if what you 6ay happenslı.
I asked the guard on watch for a tea. He was a native of Çayiralan
and kneıı me ıcell. He didnlt mind brlnging me a glass of tea. I broke
the glass and cut rny 1eft ıı"r:ist at three places. It §tarted bleeding
from somewhere near ny left etbolr. The constabıe (the one from
Pazarcik) caıne in while dealing with the others. He sald: 'tWhatls
vırong, you donlt look rvell?ll I said 1was all right. But he took rny

arn and saw the blood. They brought the doctor of Çayiralan and

Prevented the suicide. t{y main motive was the fear of torture and
particularly the possibility of ıny ııife being tortured.

on the last day of the detention, the police officers called ıne

and ordered: !'You w111 write a statement for us, youı11 say that you rüere
frightened by the activlsts of the organization and for that reason you
attempted to corrğni t suicide. You ııere fri8htened because - youl11 say _
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all other susPec ts
fact, however, was

shrore at you.ll İ wrote theae too by force.
that I had not even seen the other suspect8.

The

Thls time he turned to Tekin Uslu:

- Haci, you tell theın .... ııe gaid:

- My constable, he said, I told a lie ln order to stop
toİture, to 8aln tiıDe.

- Haci, ıühet a maniac you are, aren|t you? sald the
constable end turned to ııe and told me to call the gardenıa
ıratchman ııhich I did. He gsked the rratchman:

- Do you keep a gun?

- I ueed to, 8aid the watchmen, but I returned it to the
authorlties efter 12th sePtexnber. If you iant I can brlng the
recelpt froın my vlllage. At the moment, I have a liceaaed
huntln8 rlf le.
- Give us the guns Şakir Keçeli gave you.

- sir, Şakir Keçeli is not the sort of person who rould deal
Irİth firearıns. l have never seen hiın with a gun, sald the watchman.

The officers asked lrhether to take the watchman. The constable told
then to leave him alone saylng thet he !üas a gtuPid person. And şe all
IüYent to Çayiralan security Dlrectorate.

15

l.İHY DID THEY BRING HACI TEKIN USLU ALONG ?

APparently, H. Tekin Uslu, failing to bear the torture any more to].d

the policemen that he - even he and me together - had buried the sten
autornatic plstol in ny apPle 8arden. He even sald that it ııes burled
beneath the 18th tree. Ttıey took two of u6 to rny apPte garden.
constable üazhar (who had come together ıılth seyfi Berk froın
Boğazl iyan) turned to me and said:

- Şakir Reçeli, I understand that a sten automatic rifle has
been buried here. Ftnd it.
- sir, 1et us brlng 6 - 10 tractors from the village and dlg
the garden to uproot all 54O trees perhaps ııe can find it lf 1t t6
really there. If you ask me, thls ls nothtn8 but a slander.
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There, the constable said to me: ılSeyfi Berk doee not give the
aten. You convince hiın. Otherııise it ııill be very bad for you;
and took ıne to Seyfi Berk. I told seyfi Berk: ııGive this bloody
gun to them and save me from torture|l.

He said: |lBrother Şakir, I like you, you are a great man, but you
act childishly. I have not taken a machine rlfle froın you and İ do not
have it. I cannot produce it even if I ııas kllled under torture.
But I have an idea. Let us 8o to my village. i will beg them. If
there is such a gun I am sure they will give it for ıny sake.||

So ıJe went to Fahrall village. A11 the villagers came along.
Headman, rıatchmen of the village and an NCO and two soldiers from
gendarmerie in Çayiralan were there. There rrere a].so policemen.
He (Seyfi Berk) exPlained briefly ırhat we wanted. He said that he
had not been given any sten or anything like it by me and that he would
not know ldhere one could be found, and that he hiınself and I had done
good work for the village in the past. So, if they could find a rlfle
in return both of us ııould be saved fron torture.

Neither Seyfi nor I had to go out of the car because we did not
know ııhere this thing could be found, lf at a11. So there !,ıas no

Point. The villagers were spread out to the fields. We ııaited about
three hours in the car. In the end, a teenager found an old rusty
rifle buried ln a field.

At night lre came to Yozgat and I rlıas taken to interrogation at
midnight lrith a banda8e over my eyes. 1 was instructed to say the
following: l|The naçhİne gun we found belongs to the organization and
I gave it to Baki Aydoğan in the first week of May 1981 and then he gave
it to i;er Ata. Then he returned it to me the same day. Then İ took
it to Fahrali village with my red Renault car to gİve it to seyfl Berk.ıı

i said:

Çayiralan is

llsir, this scenario is not very consistent
not a big place, not longer than 5oO meters

1og i cal ly.
in length.

6-ııılt,ıa;
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a)

b)

I'THE SPEAR IJAS STILL TOO BIG TO GO INTO THE SACKtt; because
I did not have a red Renault car ln 1981, I had sold it 1n 1980.
In the first week of May 198l I was ln detention in Akdağmadeni -
'İozçal.
lfhy then had the Police to stretch its loglc in such a rray to cause
incons i s tenc ies ?

If they said 1979, !ıe would get shorter sentencea and there ls
no reason to bury the 8un in 1980;
In the sunrner and autrımn of 1981 ömer eta was in Ankara;
after having shut his shop in Çayiralan;
1982r'83, '84 not possible, because Seyfi Berk ls under
arrest for ınurder.

such

So

our

the only gap rres the first week of May 1981.
organi zation l a machine gun.

This is the story of

ON THE OTHER HAND

Some of the bullet shells froın the guns used in Çaylralan are in the hande
of the police. The Court Çiil easily reveal that, those ehells wontt flt
the gun rnentioned above- if you ask me hoıı do I know, Ild say, yes, I
do know because the 'ıorgani zat ion|| had nothing to do with this gun and
in fact, that organization does not exist in Çaylralan.

THE STATEMENTS CHANGE AGAIN
The next day I was taken to interrogation again. The Constable Mazhar
Bulut:

I s€e Baki Aydoğan outside my offlce and I askhirn to take aometh ing
to Omer Ata. Why? Atats shop ls only 50 meterg away, Ild normally
bring ınyself . Furtherrnore, I take the gun from hlm 5 minutes later.
Why should I? I would directly take lt to Fahrall rnyself. According
to your scenario, we are not involved 1n a secret organlzation but in a

childls game. This is far from convlncing.l' But it ldas them who
wrote the scenario, not us. We had only to play our Parts a§ required.
So we did; we, all three of us, accepted the accusations as described.
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You, Şekir (eçell, you deceived u8.
Why? i sald.
Apparently Zekl Baştlmar died 13 years ago, why did you tell
us so?

Well, İ have nothlng to do wlth the TKP, how çould I knoı.?

If you are not frorn the TKP, hotı did you knoıı the nane zeki
Baştlmar?

Anyone on the left ln Turkey knows thia name. Knowing that is
not the proof of being frorn the TKP.

Horü about Atilla §av, Mİİmtaz Soysal, Bahri Savci ...
Are these f rorn TKP?

No Slr, these are all intellectuals on democratic 1eft.
İ\Ihy, then, dİ.d you tell us dlfferently?
You asked me to tell the leaders of the TKP. I dtd not knoıı.

These names happened to come to my mlnd and I Just sald them.

MİT offlcers ııarned us and told that you were decelving us.
So, rıe shall have to delete the6e name6.

so that Part of the statement was deleted.

is Vural Arikan, the one who appointed you local Dev-Yol

organizer, is thls a real name or made uP naıne or dld you

'just spe1l out a nameı.

There is a real trade unionlst called this.
But. ııe shall delete this part as well. lt has undeslred

connotationg [rneaning the former cablnet minister vura1

Arikan - trJ.
The name of the party you founded in 1979 together !.lth
Madanoğlu, Avcioğlu, Akbal and Selçuk, whet ıüas its name?

lt was |lcommunist Homeı.and Partyll
We do not llke it very rnuch either. tielll delete this.
0K §ir

so lde wrote the statement anew.
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VERY INTERESTING.

A televi'ion crew wa6 brought to Yozgat frorn the General Directorate
of security. we were asked to read our statenents ln front of the caıneras.
we read the text as it was written. But the above_mentioned amendments

had been done İn the text, so ııe read it wlthout them. If this tape
can be found, the offlcers ııilI be proved to have forced the detainees
to ııake false s taternents.

,, oa the sane l-nterro8ation, I ııas asked to te].l how ı registered
orner Ata as a rnernber of TKP. There was not such a thing. I told them §o.
An officer from the Fir6t Branch started to punch my stomach and my back.
ltYou must accePt, they said, Ö.". aa" told everythin8.t' I said 'loK,
I 8ot hlm regi s tered.lt

This time they turned to the re8istration ceremony:

- Which street in Ankara dtd you take bıner to?
- Hoıı can I knoıı? There are thousands of streets 1n Ankara.
- You know, rnan, they said and a ferü punches came .

- Why do you keep hitting ıne, wlth a blindfold over my eyes?
You tell ne what you İrant me to aay, I will say Yesl

- Was it Karanfil Sokak? lcarnation street - tİ] ?

- Yes, yes. I remember, that lras it.
- Which building?
- iloı, would I knoıı? It is a Iong street ....
- You do knoıı (beatings)

- Donıt you knoıı KaracaÖglu sweet shop?
- Thatts right, I took Öıner Ata upstairs.
- lJhich floor?
- To the first floor
- (Beating) Take the 1ift, man.

- Fourth floor? (beating again)
- Fifth (beatlng agaln)
- sixth? ( thatIs fine)
- OK. l.Iho ıgas the person registering dr". lr, the Perty?
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1 was puzzled. I could say any name. But grhen it dlffered from what

omer Ata had told then, I ııould be beeten a8,aln.

- You tel. ne, I donlt remember the names very wel1.

- Do you know Aeaf GÖren?

- Yee, he ııas the secıetary of our cell.
- Ismail Aydin?

- Yea, chalrman of the cell.
- Did they reglster '6.". et"l
- Yea, they did.
- what was ln the roon?

- It was a lawyer's office. There ı*ere chalrs, desk, typeıüriter

and a portralt of Yllmaz Güney.

_ ilow did you persuade dmer to thls?
- I said to him |'Look Ö."r, you are a men of trade. lihen TKP

forms the government, rıe shall give you lots of credit froın the

benks. Also, we shall favour you in goverrrment contracts.
only TKP can save our country.ll
to re8ls ter.

'Ö."" lr." persuaded and accepted

so this part of the scenario was comPleled. But

THE STATEMENT CAME BACK EROM MlT:

The next dayt at about lunchtime, I ıüas taken from my cell vith a

blindfold cnmy eyes. We passed through the croııds filling the Directorate

of Security in Yozgat. Many of lhem must have recognised me. Because

I know at least 20 thou8and peoPle in Yozgat. This is how I was taken

to Tuzkaya pollce station. First I İüas interrogated in a dark, but

very hot place. The interrogators sounded very cornPet.Jnt and very kind

to me. For this reason, I reckoned that they ııere from the MIT, I could

even recogniae tbe voice of one of then. They asked me about TKP

and said:

Şakir Reçeli, you are either a good ector or a liar. 1e11 us

which is correct.
S!r, I have been Put in the po§ition of a liar. I am none of these,
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Leave lt, lt does not, intereat us anyway. But tel1 us about
Asaf and lemail Aydin.
I know neither of them. I understand that İİmer Ata gave these
n:ımes. I know tıüo Isınail Aydins. Both of thern are laıüyeıs.
one of theın is an RPP MP from Ugak, the other is from §ivas.
I know both of them as Isınail Aydin.
0K. Take the detainee away!

Sir, I wish you do all the interrogationğ.
This is not our jobi ıre lİ8tened to you only for lnformation.

TAKEN UPSTAIRS

STATEMENT ALTERED YET AGAIN:

chlef constable (to me):

- My friend, you keep making our job dlfficult.
- In ııhat way Slr?
- What would you say for ltÜcre [ce11] ln the Party?
- My constabı.e; although I aın from the TK?, I am, in fact,

leadlng Dev-Yol ırlth T(Pts instructions. If the terınİnology
has changed, p].ease tel1 ıne.

- You should say comnıttee for Cell
- If that is so, let it be.
- Do you gay registering lİith the Party or somethlng else?
- I an afraid I donlt knoş thi8 elther.
_ You should use the term 'lPartllej tirmektl lto render of the party].
- A11 r i8ht.

someone entered the roorn durin8 the interrogation. He ıüas the
Director of Security in Yozgat. He gave a long lecture there. I don|t
need to rnention ııhat he said. But the İmPortant part of our talk Lıas this3

so, we took the first lesson on Tkp in the First Branch in yozgat and learned
rrhat the h,ords |lKomite|| and l'Parti 1e5 t irme't meant. certainly Police officers
also learned along with us.
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- How long do you thlnk you'll be sentenced for? he asked.

- I thİnk 15 years under Artlcle 168/1 of the Turklsh Penal Code, Sir.
(I wouldnıt dare to say that I would not be sentenced at a11. İf I said
that they ııould start to creete new charges. Becauğe it was quite clear
that they ırere not after a crlmlnal but getting me sentenced. )

- Not very bad, you tonlt serve longeı than seven years, he sald
and went on:

- Li8ten well Şaklr Keçeli, youıd better repeat th18 statement
when you 8o to the court. If you do not do that, ıüe!11 detain
you again wlth the authorlty provided by the Law on Po]_ice

Duties and Power6. You have not been tortured very much

because you were only a 6u§pect. This time you ruill be our

personal eneıny and subject yourself to ruthless torture,
we may even kill you under torture.

I trled to argue a little bit.
closed the is sue.

Then I said 'lA11 right, Sirı| and

I recognize the voice of the Dj.rector of Security in Yozgat;

I can tell his voice even when my eyes are covered.

We lrere brought to the court. I told all these at the court

and got them recorded in the minutes one by one.

( s ı,gned )

Şakir Keçe 1i
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